Conb Woodl and Qut door Cl assroom Proj ect
Fall 2007 Volunteer Events

Over 170 volunteers (122 were Como Park HS students) gathered October 27 to help restore Como Park Woodlands

Between July 2006 and August 2007, we estimated that project Advisory Committee
volunteers, local community volunteers, and St. Paul Park & Recreation Department’ s
EcoPartners have spent 1,879 hours working on and for the benefit of the CWOC project. And
that doesn’t include the volunteer hours for the October 4, 2007 Como Park Student Field Day,
with 61 students and 20 adult volunteers, or the October 27, 2007 Como Woodland Buckthorn

Bust, with over 170 volunteers. Both these volunteer events were staged at the Como Woodland
site.

Como Park High School science students conducting biological surveysin Como Woodland Oct. 4, 2007.

Como Park’ s woodlands are usually quiet by October. However, during two recent events

sponsored by the Como Woodland Outdoor Classroom (CWOC), the woodlands were alive with
frenetic activity.



Removing heaps of invasive buckthorn trees from Como’ s woods was both exhausting and
gratifying. On October 27, 2007, over 170 volunteers signed in to help for this event, and 122 of
those volunteers were from Como Park High School. These energetic kids have become the
heroes of Como Woodland’ s restoration efforts. However, Como Park High School students are
doing more than the grunt work of invasive species removal; the students and their mentors have
started along-term ecol ogical research project that will measure changes in the woodland while
it's being restored.

On the morning of October 4, 2007, two classes of advanced placement juniors and seniors
from Como Park High School came together with 20 adult volunteers to take part in a project that
will span many years; each new group of science students will build on the data collected from
the year before.

The October 4 field day was the first outing for the education project. Prior to the field day, the
students had been practicing with the GPS units and GIS software. And their science teacher had
been teaching them basic ecological conceptsin the classroom (like biodiversity and invasive
species) that the students would apply in the field.

The 61 students formed small study groups, they were assigned a plot in the woodland, and the
students will track ecological changes at each plot until next May. Adult mentors from the
CWOC Advisory Committee, University of Minnesota, Ramsey Conservation District, St. Paul
City Environmental Services, St. Paul Audubon Society, and the Native Plant Society helped
each student group.

With their mentors' help, students identified the plants and treesin their study plots, estimate
tree canopy and ground cover, and did bird and earthworm surveys. Como Park High School
science teacher, Josh Leonard said, “ It israre today that a small group of students can get such
direct instruction for any extended period of time. . . thisisimportant for their social
acculturation in addition to their scientific understanding.”

It was ajoy to work with so many dedicated students, mentors, and buckthorn-busting
volunteers at these two events. Concern for the environment and love of community was very
much alive in the Como Woodland Outdoor Classroom site thisfall.

Deb Robinson, CWOC volunteer and Advisory Committee Secretary.



