CoMO WOODLAND
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PROJECT

an urban forest

local history

achilds
sense of wonder

connections to
nature
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LOCATION OF COMO WOODLAND SITE

South of Horton Avenue/North of Como Avenue

East of Hamline Avenue/West of Como Public Pool
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JOYCE KILMER “IThink thatl shall never see, A poem

lovely as a tree.”
MEMORIAL FIREPLACE S

Can be restored and adapted into [#52
a meeting place and story circle. p§

The Fireplace,
Cascades, and
Arboretum was:

Dedicated to Kilmer,
a WWI hero
and poet.

Designed in the
WPA style in 1936.

Built in Como Park ‘YJ‘

with American
Legion funds.
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DEGRADED CONDITION OF COMO WOODLAND SITE
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CoMO WOODLAND
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PROJECT

A COMMUNITY PROJECT DEVELOPED BY
VOLUNTEERS

Issues

Urban forest is degraded
| HIstoric features in disrepair

. Local students need setting for study and
reconnection to nature



CoMO WOODLAND
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PROJECT

A COMMUNITY PROJECT DEVELOPED BY

_ VOLUNTEERS
Project goals

Improve native species diversity in woodland

e !

Save historic features

e !

Increase stormwater retention
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i Improve student understanding of environmental
science

i Improve stewardship behaviors



CoMO WOODLAND
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PROJECT

A COMMUNITY PROJECT DEVELOPED BY
VOLUNTEERS

Activities
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Remove Invasive Species

Conduct piological survey

Replant native species

Restore historic feature and adapt into meeting place
Builditralls

Installl information posts

Develop educational program available to teachers online
Involve students and teachers in process



CoMO WOODLAND
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PROJECT

A COMMUNITY PROJECT DEVELOPED BY
VOLUNTEERS

Project models

Valley Branch Environmental Education Center

Formerly Belwin Outdoor Classroom
(St. Paul Public Schools)

. Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary
(Minneapolis Parks Department)




BENEFITS OF PLACE-BASED LEARNING

. Helps compliance with
new NVIN Academic
Standards for Science

. Helps students
nternalize learning

. Helps students bond
with their local
environment anad their
community

. Can improve student
penhavior




OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
FEATURES
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2.930 feet of trails

o

- 50 numbered posts that
correspond with: online
lesson plans

e

e

online scheduling for
groups of ten or more
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A FOREST OF NATIVE PLANTS

Provides habitat for
nhative wildlife

Is less costly to
maintain

Has educational
uses

Can be a place to
reconnect to
natural world in the
heart of the city




Volunteer buckthorn, garlic mustard, burdock busts -
removing invasive plants before
restoring woodland to native plants.
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Scientists estimate that non-native
invasive species costthe US economy
5123 billion/year (Cornell University)




PROJECT PROPOSAL ACTIVITIES

er:lte d raft F:I[aﬂ! ftu:li:'li':ﬁ::dlund and Dutdoor Classroom
opbjectives and goals

Interviewed teachers

Toor oo ) R T

and gathered input R NN T e
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Viet with city
department staif

Formed an AdVISory
Committee

Created dialogue document of ideas and concerns, list of
recommendations, and! draft site plan

Gathered letters of support and! use



ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

I St. Paull Parks & Recreation

| Teachers & Students from
local Schools & Colleges

| St. Paull Audubon Society.

I Ramsey Conservation
District

L Dist. 10 Environment
Committee

| USDA Forestry

I Local citizens, and more |




WHﬂ WILL BE SEH"H’EIJ

I Local schools

I Community
education

| Como Campus
education

| And the public

In 2006, 146 volunteers from

Como High School, Fresh Force,

Students Today Leaders Forever, ROTC,

St. Paul Audubon Society, Hands on Twin Cities,
District 10 Environment Committee,

And local citizens
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CoOMO WOODLAND
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PROJECT

I T PTTS

PROTECTING OUR
ENVIRONMENT
STARTS CLOSE TO
HOME...

WITH ACTIVE
CITIZEN
INVOLVEMENT
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“The primary object indhe |mpruvemen’r of parks
should be = g8 rmugﬁ' nd-dey slopment of

natural fecn‘ures 'sucha - -uﬂo show jUS'l'
e —';r D ecm’rion of ’rherr mnu’re beauty.”

Horace W. S. Cleveland 1885
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THANK YOU

ComMmo WOODLAND
ADVISORY

COMMITTEE

WiWW . comowoodland.org




