Como Woodland
Outdoor Classroom Project

an urpban fiorest

lecal histeny

a child’s
Sense o wonder

CONNEeclions to
nature




St. Paul Audubon
Socilety
MEMIDEFS,

EcoPartners




_ocation of Como Woodland site

Mixed Oak ]
Forest Oak

Savanna
Cascade & Pool

Floodplain Forest /

Dutch Oven




Joyce Kilmer

Memorial Fireplace
restored and adapted into a
meeting place and story circle.

The Joyce Kilmer
Arboretum, Cascades
and Fireplace:
Dedicated to Kilmer, a
WW!1 hero and poet.
Designed in the WPA
style in 1936.

Built in Como Park with
American Legion
funds.




Current condition of Como WWoodland site

Invasive species overshadow
natural forest undergrowth

llegal construction of BMX
bike jumps - trees were cut
and solil disturbed

Vandalism and neglect of
historic landmarks




Como Woodland
Outdoor Classroom Project

A Community Project Developed by Volunteers

Issues

Urban forest IS degradead
IHiSteric features in disrepair

LLecall students need setting for study: ana
[ECOonnEection to nature




Como Woodland
Outdoor Classroom Project

A Community Project Developed by Volunteers

Project goals

Impreve native species diversity iniwoedlanad
Save nistonc fieatlres
lncrease stormwater retention

Impreve student understanding ol envirenmenial
Sclence

Impreve stewardship: hehaviers




Como Woodland
Outdoor Classroom Project

A Community Project Developed by Volunteers

Activities

REemoVve Invasive SpPecies

Conduct biolegical survey.

Replant native species

Restere histeric feature and adapt Inie meeting place
Build trails

Install infermatien pests

Develep educational pregram: availanle to teachers online
Invelve students and teachers In| Process




Como Woodlanad
Outdoor Classroom Project

A Community Project Developed by Volunteers

Project models

\Valley: Branch Envirenmentall Education Center

Formerly Belwin Outdoor Classroom
(St. Paul Public Schools)

Eleise Butlier Wildfiewer Ganden' and Bird Sanciuary
(Minneapolis Parks Department)




Benefits ofi place-based learning

IHelps: compliance with
new: VIN Academic
Standards; for Science

IHelps students
Internalize leaming

IHelpsi students lhond
Wwithr thelr local
envirenment and thelr

COMMUIRAILY,

Can Impreve student
BENaVION




Outdoor classroom
features

2,930 feet of trails

S50 numbered poests that
correspond withrenline
lessen plans

online scheduling fioer
greups ol ten or mere




A forest of native plants

Provides habitat for
native wildlife

IS less costly to
maintaimn

Has educational
uses

Cani be a place to
[ECONNECT 10
natural woerdinthe
neart off the eIty




Volunteer buckther bUSLS: — -
flemeving Invasive plants lhefore
iestoring woedland te native: plants.

Scientists estimate that non-native
Invasive species cost the US economy
$123 billion/year (Cornell University)




Project proposal activities

Wiete draiit plan,
OhJectives and geals

Internviewead: teachers
and gathered mput

IVIET WL Gty
department stali

Eoermed an AdViSory.
Committee

Created dialegue decument of Ideas and concerns, list of
[ecommendations, and dralt site plan

Gatherned letters ofi support andl use




Advisory Committee
members

St. Paul Parks, & Recreation

J'eachers frrom local St. Paul
Public Schools

St. Paul Audulbon: Seciety

Ramsey Consenvation
[DIStrCt

Tree Trust

Capitelf Region
\Watershed District

l_ecal citizens, and! more




Who will be served

146 volunteers from:

Como High School, Fresh Force,

Students Today Leaders Forever, ROTC,

St. Paul Audubon Society, Hands on Twin Cities,
District 10 Environment Committee,

And local citizens

Local schools

Community:
education

Como Campus
education

And the public




Como Woodlana
Outdoor Classroom Project




Honoring Como Park’s history




Joyce
Kilmer
Memorial
Fireplace

Restore and adapt
into a meeting
place and story

circle

The Joyce Kilmer
Arboretum,
Cascade, and
Fireplace:

Dedicated to Kilmer,
WW!I hero and
poet.

Designed in the WPA
style.

Built in Como Park
with American
Legion funds in
1936.

JK




