
Como WoodlandComo Woodland
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Developed as a Developed as a 
collaborationcollaboration
betweenbetween

Community Community 
Volunteers,Volunteers,

St. Paul Audubon St. Paul Audubon 
Society Society 
members, members, andand

St.Paul Parks & St.Paul Parks & 
Recreation Recreation 
departmentdepartment’’ss

EcoPartnersEcoPartners



Location of Como Woodland siteLocation of Como Woodland site
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Cascade & Pool

Dutch Oven

Floodplain Forest

Oak 
Savanna

Mixed Oak 
Forest



Joyce Kilmer Joyce Kilmer 
Memorial Fireplace Memorial Fireplace 

restored and adapted into a restored and adapted into a 
meeting place and story circle.meeting place and story circle.

Story circle at Valley Branch
Environmental Learning Center 

Joyce Kilmer fireplace in Como Park

The Joyce Kilmer 
Arboretum, Cascades 
and Fireplace:
Dedicated to Kilmer, a 
WWI hero and poet. 
Designed in the WPA 
style in 1936. 
Built in Como Park with 
American Legion 
funds.
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Current condition of Como Woodland siteCurrent condition of Como Woodland site

�� Invasive species overshadow Invasive species overshadow 
natural forest undergrowthnatural forest undergrowth

�� illegal construction of BMX illegal construction of BMX 
bike jumps bike jumps -- trees were cut trees were cut 
and soil disturbedand soil disturbed

�� Vandalism and neglect of Vandalism and neglect of 
historic landmarkshistoric landmarks



Como WoodlandComo Woodland
Outdoor Classroom ProjectOutdoor Classroom Project

IssuesIssues

�� Urban forest is degradedUrban forest is degraded

�� Historic features in disrepairHistoric features in disrepair

�� Local students need setting for study and Local students need setting for study and 
reconnection to naturereconnection to nature

A Community Project Developed by VolunteersA Community Project Developed by Volunteers



Como WoodlandComo Woodland
Outdoor Classroom ProjectOutdoor Classroom Project

Project goalsProject goals

�� Improve native species diversity in woodlandImprove native species diversity in woodland

�� Save historic featuresSave historic features

�� Increase stormwater retentionIncrease stormwater retention

�� Improve student understanding of environmental Improve student understanding of environmental 
sciencescience

�� Improve stewardship behaviorsImprove stewardship behaviors

A Community Project Developed by VolunteersA Community Project Developed by Volunteers



Como WoodlandComo Woodland
Outdoor Classroom ProjectOutdoor Classroom Project

ActivitiesActivities

�� Remove invasive speciesRemove invasive species
�� Conduct biological surveyConduct biological survey
�� Replant native speciesReplant native species
�� Restore historic feature and adapt into meeting placeRestore historic feature and adapt into meeting place
�� Build trailsBuild trails
�� Install information postsInstall information posts
�� Develop educational program available to teachers onlineDevelop educational program available to teachers online
�� Involve students and teachers in processInvolve students and teachers in process

A Community Project Developed by VolunteersA Community Project Developed by Volunteers



Como WoodlandComo Woodland
Outdoor Classroom ProjectOutdoor Classroom Project

Project modelsProject models

�� Valley Branch Environmental Education CenterValley Branch Environmental Education Center
Formerly Belwin Outdoor ClassroomFormerly Belwin Outdoor Classroom

(St. Paul Public Schools)(St. Paul Public Schools)

�� Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird SanctuaryEloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary
(Minneapolis Parks Department)(Minneapolis Parks Department)

A Community Project Developed by VolunteersA Community Project Developed by Volunteers



Benefits of placeBenefits of place--based learningbased learning

�� Helps compliance with Helps compliance with 
new MN Academic new MN Academic 
Standards for ScienceStandards for Science

�� Helps students Helps students 
internalize learninginternalize learning

�� Helps students bond Helps students bond 
with their local with their local 
environment and their environment and their 
communitycommunity

�� Can improve student Can improve student 
behaviorbehavior

Valley Branch Environmental Learning Center



Outdoor classroom Outdoor classroom 
featuresfeatures

�� 2,930 feet of trails2,930 feet of trails

�� 50 numbered posts that 50 numbered posts that 
correspond with online correspond with online 
lesson planslesson plans

�� online scheduling for    online scheduling for    
groups of ten or moregroups of ten or more

Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden

& Bird Sanctuary



�� Provides habitat for Provides habitat for 
native wildlifenative wildlife

�� Is less costly to Is less costly to 
maintainmaintain

�� Has educational Has educational 
usesuses

�� Can be a place to Can be a place to 
reconnect to reconnect to 
natural world in the natural world in the 
heart of the cityheart of the city

Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden

Como Park neighborhood

A forest of native plantsA forest of native plants



Volunteer buckthorn busts Volunteer buckthorn busts --
removing invasive plants before removing invasive plants before 

restoring woodland to native plants.restoring woodland to native plants.

Scientists estimate that nonScientists estimate that non--nativenative

invasive species cost the US economyinvasive species cost the US economy

$123 billion/year$123 billion/year (Cornell University)(Cornell University)



�� Wrote draft plan, Wrote draft plan, 
objectives and goalsobjectives and goals

�� Interviewed  teachers Interviewed  teachers 
and gathered inputand gathered input

�� Met with city Met with city 
department staffdepartment staff

�� Formed an Advisory Formed an Advisory 
CommitteeCommittee

�� Created dialogue document of ideas and concerns, list of Created dialogue document of ideas and concerns, list of 
recommendations, and draft site planrecommendations, and draft site plan

�� Gathered letters of support and useGathered letters of support and use

MMeetings, meetings, emails, emails, more meetings . . . eetings, meetings, emails, emails, more meetings . . . 

Project proposal activitiesProject proposal activities



Advisory Committee Advisory Committee 
membersmembers
�� St. Paul Parks & Recreation St. Paul Parks & Recreation 

�� Teachers from local St. Paul Teachers from local St. Paul 
Public Schools Public Schools 

�� St. Paul Audubon SocietySt. Paul Audubon Society

�� Ramsey Conservation     Ramsey Conservation     
DistrictDistrict

�� Tree TrustTree Trust

�� Capitol Region Capitol Region 
Watershed District Watershed District 

�� Local citizens, and moreLocal citizens, and more



Who will be served Who will be served �� Local schoolsLocal schools

�� Community Community 
educationeducation

�� Como Campus Como Campus 
educationeducation

�� And the publicAnd the public

St. Paul Audubon Society Day Camp June 2006

Woodland site Buckthorn Busts in October 2006
146 volunteers from: 

Como High School, Fresh Force,
Students Today Leaders Forever, ROTC,

St. Paul Audubon Society, Hands on Twin Cities,
District 10 Environment Committee,

And local citizens.
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Horace W. S. Cleveland 1885Horace W. S. Cleveland 1885

Honoring Como ParkHonoring Como Park’’s historys history



� Joyce 
Kilmer 

Memorial 
Fireplace

Restore and adapt Restore and adapt 
into a meeting into a meeting 

place and story place and story 
circlecircle

�� The Joyce Kilmer The Joyce Kilmer 
Arboretum, Arboretum, 
Cascade, and Cascade, and 
Fireplace:Fireplace:

Dedicated to Kilmer, Dedicated to Kilmer, 
WWI hero and WWI hero and 
poet.poet.

Designed in the WPA Designed in the WPA 
style.  style.  

Built in Como Park Built in Como Park 
with American with American 
Legion funds in Legion funds in 
1936.1936.
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